Synthesis of acetylenic spirobutenolide derivatives and evaluation of their growth inhibitory effect on cells in culture.
Acetylenic spirobutenolide amides and esters and their Mannich bases were synthesized to evaluate their growth inhibitory effect. The biological tests have used both normal and transformed cells and they have shown the selectivity of the prepared compounds. The ester derivatives presented the best selectivity comparable to that of daunorubicin.